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As one of the important principles for the performance of contract, the doctrine 
of Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage is a complement and development to the principle 
of “pacta sunt servanda”.Originally,under pacta sunt servanda, supervening events 
provided no excuse for one of the parties not to perform according to a 
contract.However,where the occurrence of events results in a performances being 
impossible or fundamentally alters the equilibrium of the contract, and the events 
occur after the conclusion of the contract, and they beyond control and they could not 
reasonably have been taken into account at the time of the conclusion of the contract, 
the insistence on pacta sunt servanda in such circumstances would be too rigid and 
unfair.Therefore,it is such doctrine as Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage in legal 
systerms of German. This dissertation aims to get a comprehensive, intensive and 
scientific grasp of the doctrine of  Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage in German law 
by researching the doctrine from its history, it's application conditions, its effects, the 
case law about the doctrine and its legislation.etc. Meanwhile, this paper would put 
forward suggestion based on the foregoing discussion.. 
Besides preface and conclusion, its body is composed of four parts. 
Part One summarizes some issues related to the doctrine of Stoerung der 
Geschaftsgrundlage. This chapter firstly introduces some important concepts such as 
Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage, frustration and change of circumstances in the 
dissertation, then mainly analyzes the theoretical foundation of the doctrine. 
Part Two analyzes the relationship between Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage 
and some related theories and provisions. This chapter takes the way of study by 
comparing it with contractual stipulation, impossibility, error.etc.The differences 
between these doctrines and the reason about how these differences formed are 
discussed. 
Part Three shows the make-up of the doctrine of Stoerung der 















Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage. Next it studies the doctrine’s effects,which are to 
preserve contracts as much as possible by adapting them,and it adaptation of the 
contract is not possible or cannot reasonably be imposed on one party, the termination 
would be allowed. Finally, it shows the doctrine’s application. 
Part Four puts forward the reform of the theories about change of circumstances 
in China, and discusses how the doctrine of Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage import 
to China and designs articles of Stoerung der Geschaftsgrundlage for the Civil Law 
Code of the People’s Republic of China that is being drafted.  
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